
COUNCIL ROCK SCHOOL DISTRICT 
Bucks County, Pennsylvania 

MINUTES OF THE PUBLIC BOARD MEETING 
COUNCIL ROCK BOARD OF SCHOOL DIRECTORS 

January 8, 2015 

The Council Rock Board of School Directors met in public session on January 8, 2015 at the Chancellor 
Center, 30 N. Chancellor Street, Newtown, PA.  The following persons were in attendance: 

BOARD MEMBERS:  ADMINISTRATORS: 
Mr. Andy Block, President Mr. Mark Klein, Superintendent  
Mr. Richard Abramson, Esq., Mr. Barry Desko, Director of Secondary Education 
   Vice President  Dr. Charles Lambert, Director of Special Services 
Mrs. Denise Brooks  Mrs. Joy McClendon, Director of Elementary Education 
Mr. Mark Byelich Mr. Robert Reinhart, Director of Business Affairs & Board 
Dr. Bill Foster       Treasurer 
Mr. Jerold Grupp Mrs. M. Christine Trioli, Director of Human Resources 
Mrs. Kyle McKessy   Mr. Matthew Frederickson, Director of Information Technology 
Mrs. Patricia C. Vaccaro-Sexton  Mr. Doug Taylor, Supervisor of Operations 
Mrs. Wendi Thomas  

BOARD MEMBER(S) ABSENT: OTHERS:  Approximately 25 persons from the public, staff 
None  and press 

SECRETARY:  Ms. Kapua A. Rice SOLICITOR:  Derek Reid, Esq. 

Pledge of Allegiance 
Mr. Block asked those in attendance to stand for the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Call to Order 
The meeting was called to order at 7:34 p.m. by Mr. Block.  The meeting was recorded by the Council 
Rock School District and was broadcast “live” in all five municipalities. 

Student Advisory Board – CRHS North 
Mrs. McCarthy introduced members of the Student Advisory Board from CRHS North. 

Class of 2015 Anne Blankemeyer 
Class of 2016 Samantha Renck 
Class of 2017 Hadley Grundman 
Class of 2018 Finn Thompson 
MBIT  Ashley Therin 

The Student Advisory Board reported on school activities for each grade level and at Middle Bucks 
Institute of Technology. 

Superintendent’s Report 
CR Education Week is scheduled for the week of January 20-23rd.  A combination of classroom 
visitations and school workshops are scheduled at individual schools for parents.  More information on 
the programs will be announced at each school through listservs and web postings. 
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The CR Swim & Dive team is sponsoring a clothing drive on Saturday, January 10, from 10 a.m. to 3 
p.m.to benefit Lauren’s Angels and Big Brothers and Big Sisters.  The team will accept clothes, bedding, 
stuffed animals, shoes and other soft items.  Donations may be dropped off at the main entrance to CR 
South.   
 
The next CR Speaker Series on Smartphones to Social Media will be held at Newtown Middle School on 
Tuesday, January 27th at 7 p.m.  This event will address the role of technology in children’s lives and 
practical ways that parents can help kids learn to navigate the internet safely.  This event is free; however, 
attendees are being asked to RSVP at www.creducationfoundation.org.  Featured speakers include Matt 
Frederickson, Director of Information Technology, and Laurie Zila, Counselor/CARES Coordinator at 
Newtown Middle School.   
 
CREF (Council Rock Education Foundation) will be continuing, this year, with a small recycling program 
in conjunction with the CR Green Team.  The recycling program will begin later in January.  Bins will be 
located in the schools.   
 
Public Comment 
Nancy Carroll, Newtown, PA, is interested in District’s plans to redistrict, build permanent space inside 
the buildings, and relocate special education students.  She is concerned about the number of special ed 
students being relocated to Holland Elementary School and would like to know the ratio of special ed 
students to regular ed students.  For her new year resolution, she would like the Administration to develop 
a comprehensive technology plan with a 5-year outlook in terms of what is being done now, action steps 
going forward, projected costs and how the project would be funded.  Not all schools have access to 
technology because they don’t have the points inside.  This is being addressed but it will be four years 
before all schools are equipped with the technology that students need.   
 
Jillian Ambs, Newtown, PA, expressed her concerns as an executive board member of the Citizens for 
Education.  In response to lower math testing scores at Richboro Middle School, consideration is being 
given to move the RA period to the end of the school day so that higher functioning math students from 
the elementary school can be brought up to the middle school level as a means to improve the test scores.  
Currently the morning RA period offers a number of benefits.  Academically, students have an 
opportunity to get help with their studies and make up missed exams or classwork from absences.  Special 
ed students have the opportunity to meet with teachers to plan out each day, receive assistance with 
difficult homework, and receive necessary emotional support to give them tools with which they can 
successfully handle their daily responsibilities.  Co-curricular music education is taught in choir, band and 
orchestra lessons.  Extracurricular clubs also meet during that time.  Moving RA period to the end of the 
school day will significantly impact middle school students who currently receive help in the morning.  
Also of great concern is the effect it will have on the drop period at each middle school.  Having RA 
period at the end of each school day, will combine 30 minutes of RA with the 45 minutes of drop, making 
a full 75 minutes at the end of each school day of non-academic instruction time in a marginally 
supervised environment.  Citizens for Education urge the School Board to become involved in this 
discussion so that all aspects of the impact of this proposal are properly addressed. 
 
Jason Funk, Wrightstown, PA, noted that in accordance with Title 22, Pa Code § 4.41(c), a school district 
must seek approval from the Pennsylvania Department of Education (PDE) prior to changing a school 
configuration.  Part of this approval process requires that the school board minutes “plainly and clearly 
supporting the decision,” meaning reconfiguring Wrightstown Elementary School.  The Board itself has 
not discussed the ramifications of only one elementary school being K-4 while the rest of the district 
remains K-6.  He further stated that this plan may violate the PA Constitution under the equal protection 
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clause of the Constitution, using the strict scrutiny test and rational basis test.  The strict scrutiny test 
applies to laws and practices that discriminate against some fundamental right.  PA Constitution, Section 
14, indicates that the Government must show that it has a compelling interest, in other words an 
extremely important reason for treating people differently on this basis.  Other than removing the modular 
units, he does not see an extremely important reason for treating 330 students in the district different from 
the rest.  He suggested that the Board reconsider and keep Wrightstown Elementary as a K-6 school until 
a better plan is proposed.  . 
 
Amy McIntyre, Newtown, PA, recalled that when the Board was approached to leave the modular units at 
Wrightstown Elementary School, the Board indicated that an exception would not be made.  But yet it 
was okay to make an exception for our District’s education model.  She would argue that all students 
could in fact fit inside the school building. Every other elementary school who has taken modular 
classrooms offline is taking advantage of atypical space for instruction.  Wrightstown Elementary needs 
to be granted the same opportunity to get creative with its interior space to bring its students inside the 
building.  The Wrightstown community wants to be treated the same as others in Council Rock.  Making 
Wrightstown Elementary the only K-4 school will have many negative impacts on the Wrightstown 
community and children.  In light of the state regulations, a vote to approve Mr. Klein’s presentation to 
remove the modular classrooms would be prudent.  Wrightstown residents interested in pursuing a K-4 
grade configuration will continue to have her support.    
 
Jeff Troy, Wrightstown, PA, commented that there still remain many things to explore and understand.  
Some parents are still in the dark about this process.  When Mr. Klein came to Wrightstown to meet with 
the community, many new concepts were discussed, including the effects on children who are staying at 
Wrightstown Elementary School.  A lot could be learned from speaking to parents at Wrightstown 
Elementary and Newtown Elementary.  Wrightstown Elementary is being treated differently than every 
other school in the district.  As a parent, he prefers to keep the modular classrooms rather than having the 
only K-4 school in the district. 
 
Discussion Items 
• Presentation: 5 Year Capital Plan 
Mr. Klein noted that the 5 Year Capital Plan was prepared in consultation with the entire Administration 
team and was based on motions passed by the Board on November 6, 2014.  The Project Timeline lists 
each activity and action steps for the capital plan.    
 
Mr. Klein reviewed the action plan to remove the modular classrooms beginning the 2014/15 school year, 
including program changes at Richboro Elementary School and moving grades 5 and 6 from Wrightstown 
Elementary School to Newtown Elementary School.  Specifics of the action plan to move network 
operations center from Law School Admissions Council (LSAC) will be delayed until the Schrader group 
issues its report.  A copy of the Modular Reduction Plan is posted on the CRSD website.   
 
Mr. Klein called upon to Mr. Taylor, who, in turn, presented an overview of the timeline for building a 
new Newtown Middle School and renovating Holland Middle School, among other things.  The 
demolition of the existing middle school in Newtown would be done after the construction of a new 
Newtown Middle School which is expected to be completed in 2018.   Mr. Klein further noted that once 
the renovations are completed at Holland Middle School, the Administration will look to redistrict and 
repurpose Richboro Middle School beginning January 2019.     
 
Mr. Reinhart reviewed the financial impact of the 5 Year Capital Plan.  Based on the preliminary Six Year 
Financial Analysis, he was comfortable that financially, within the realm of expenditures and expectations 
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over the next 3-5 years, Council Rock could afford what is being proposed.  The $1.5 million which is the 
additional revenue from an increase in real estate taxes represents the amount in each given year that the 
Administration would need to cover the increased cost in PSERS and Debt Service.  A tax increase of 
approximately 1% over 6 years gives the Administration the ability to finance additional needs when the 
middle schools are completed.  It was further noted that for the first two years, the PSERS rate of 21.4% 
is going to exceed 30%, after that it will stay at 30% of payroll for the foreseeable future.  The budget for 
2020-2021 should not increase since retirement is not expected to rise.  Mr. Klein elected to defer any 
further discussion to the Finance Committee.  Mr. Klein cautioned that expenditures that are not included 
in the model would have to be offset by an increase in revenues by a variety of sources that are seen in 
any given year. 
 
Discussion ensued on the project timeline in terms of accelerating the timeline to go out to bid and the 
relative impact on pricing and ability to obtain the requisite approvals from outside agencies.     
 
Mr. Block would like to meet with the principals and explore the option to redistrict and consolidate the 
elementary schools.  He suggested having this discussion in Spring and validating this option against the 
enrollment numbers in the Fall.  Mr. Klein offered to do an efficiency study and work with Ms. 
McClendon and the principals to determine how the school buildings are being used, among other things.  
Mr. Klein noted that the people best able to address any concerns are people who are in charge of running 
the schools on a regular basis.  Mr. Klein and Ms. McClendon will be available to discuss this further at a 
future Board meeting and/or Facilities meeting. 
    
Mr. Grupp is aware that the removal of modular units will require modifications and was interested in 
knowing when he can expect to see a schematic, including the costs/pricings.  Mr. Taylor mentioned that 
there is an allowance for the proposed modifications, including money for the demolition of modular units 
and site restorations.  Once the schematic design/drawings are done, he will be able to provide estimates 
within a month or two based on field inspections.  Mr. Grupp wanted to be relatively certain that these 
changes being made to existing schools do not create a new condition which would violate any zoning 
regulations or pre-existing conditions when taking the modular classrooms offline.  Mr. Taylor noted that 
nothing should trigger us into a level of alteration that would require anything greater.    
 
In response to Mr. Abramson’s question, Mr. Klein advised that he is recommending that grades 5 and 6 
be moved from Wrightstown Elementary School to Newtown Elementary School as part of the Modular 
Reduction Plan.  Since the Board approved the motion to have the Administration develop a plan, Mr. 
Abramson felt that the Board would have to take some ownership and approve the plan.   It was 
recommended that the Solicitor render an opinion about whether the Board should endorse the plan or 
not.   
 
After further discussion, Mr. Klein recommended that if the Board is being asked to vote, it should be 
deferred to the next meeting so that the proper amount of motions can be presented and the Solicitor could 
render an opinion as to whether the information shared in public comment applies to this situation.     
 
Dr. Foster noted that if the Board wants to overturn the Administration’s decision to move grades 5 and 6 
to Newtown Elementary, a motion needs to be made to override it.  The Board knew how much space 
there was at Wrightstown Elementary and Newtown Elementary and what the effect would be if the 
trailers were removed.   
 
Mrs. Brooks noted that the motions were framed based on the information presented by the 
Administration.  The Board knew what every school would look like if the trailers were removed.  If the 
Board votes to move students from Wrightstown Elementary to Newtown Elementary, the Board should 
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also approve the autistic support classrooms moving from Richboro Elementary.  That was part of the 
Modular Reduction Plan which was presented to the Board and was the basis of the Board’s 
understanding of the motion approved on November 6.   
 
Mr. Byelich noted that a change in school configuration would require approval from the Pennsylvania 
Department of Education in accordance with Title 22 Pa Code § 4.41(c).  The Board might have to vote to 
clearly show that it supports the Administration’s decision to reconfigure Wrightstown Elementary 
School.    
 
Mrs. Thomas does not see any harm in having the Solicitor render an opinion before making a decision.  
She did not have a problem when she voted to remove the modular units, knowing that Wrightstown 
Elementary School would be reconfigured.  If the Solicitor recommends that the Board approve the actual 
plan, she is fine with that too.   
 
Based on his understanding, Mr. Block did not think a vote was required but would prefer to wait for the 
Solicitor’s opinion before considering a motion.  He thanked the Administration for their work. 
 
Items for Board Approval 
 
Approval of Act I Index Resolution for the 2015-2016 Budget 
Upon motion duly made by Mr. Grupp and seconded by Mr. Byelich, the Board approved the following 
resolution indicating to the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, Department of Education, that Council Rock 
School District will limit local taxation to an increase no greater than 1.9% compliant with the Act I Index 
by a vote of 8 ayes, 0 nays, 0 abstain.  NOTE:  Mr. Grupp was away and did not vote on this matter. 
 

Resolution 
 
WHEREAS, the Board of School Directors of the Council Rock School District has determined that there 
will be no increase in the rate of any tax for the support of its public schools for the 2015-2016 fiscal year 
by more than the Index established by the Department of Education (Department) for the District; 

WHEREAS, the Index for the District is 1.9%;  

WHEREAS, the Board of School Directors of the Council Rock School District does hereby certify that 
the District will comply with the procedures as set forth in Section 687 of the Public School Code as it 
relates to the annual budget for the adoption of its proposed and final budgets;  

WHEREAS, the Board of School Directors certifies that increasing any tax at a rate less than or equal to 
the established index will be sufficient to balance its final budget;  

WHEREAS, the Board of School Directors certify that the District will submit information on a proposed 
increase in the rate of a tax levied for the support of the public schools to the Department on a uniform 
form prepared by the Department no later than five (5) days after the adoption of this resolution;  

WHEREAS, the Board of School Directors certify that a copy of this resolution adopted pursuant to 
Section 311 of the Taxpayer Relief Act of Special Session No. 1 of 2005 will be sent to the Department 
no later than five (5) days after the adoption of this resolution;  
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WHEREAS, the Board of School Directors recognize that the District shall not be eligible to seek 
referendum exceptions under Section 333 (f) of the Taxpayer Relief Act; and, 

WHEREAS, the Board of School Directors recognize that the Department shall compare the proposed 
percentage increase in the rate of the tax with the index; within ten (10) days of the receipt of the 
information as required, the Department shall inform the District whether the proposed tax rate increase is 
less than or equal to the index. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Board of School Directors of the Council Rock School 
District, as follows:  

The Board of School Directors adopts this RESOLUTION on the 8thday of January, 2015 indicating that 
it will not raise the rate of any tax for the support of its public schools for the 2015-2016 fiscal year by 
more than the index established by the Department of Education for the District of 1.9%. 

Approval of Bucks County Tax Map Parcel No. 05-035-058 OR 280 Red Cedar Drive, 
Levittown, PA 19055 Resolution 
Mr. Byelich moved to approve the Bucks County Tax Map Parcel No. 05-035-058 OR 280 Red Cedar 
Drive, Levittown, PA 19055 Resolution and Mrs. McKessy seconded the motion.  Discussion ensued on 
the demolition of the building on the property and Bucks County Intermediate Unit #22 authority to 
effectuate the purposes of this resolution.   Hearing no objection, the Board approved the following 
resolution by unanimous consent.   
 

Resolution 

WHEREAS, Council Rock School District (“District”) is an owner in fee simple as a tenant in common 
with several other school districts situated in Bucks County Pennsylvania, each having a specified 
undivided interest in the property consisting of land buildings and improvements upon two tracts of land 
located in Bristol Township, Bucks County, PA, commonly known and identified as Bucks County Tax 
Map Parcel No. 05-035-058, with a mailing address of 280 Red Cedar Drive, Levittown, PA 19055 and 
Bucks County Tax Map Parcel No. 05-035-059, with a mailing address of 302 Red Cedar Drive, 
Levittown, PA 19055 (“Properties”); 
 
WHEREAS, by Resolution dated May 6, 2010, the District determined that the Properties are unused and 
unnecessary lands and buildings pursuant to Section 707 of the Public School Code of 1949 as amended, 
24 P.S. 7-707 and approved the sale of the Properties “at a public auction” to be conducted in accordance 
with the terms of Section 707(1) of the Public School Code of 1949 as amended, 24 P.S. 7-707(1), and 
authorized the Bucks County Intermediate Unit #22 to act as the agent for the District for the purpose of 
carrying out the auction of the Properties and the distribution of any proceeds of the sale to the respective 
districts which own the Properties, in accordance with their respective undivided interests; and 
 
WHEREAS, efforts to sell the Properties by means of an auction have proved unsuccessful as a result of a 
lack of interested bidders and because the larger of the two tracts is subject to a deed restrictions which, 
inter alia, limits the use of that tract to school uses. 
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NOW, BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of School Directors of the District approves the sale or disposal 
of the Properties, individually or collectively, by any lawful means whether by auction, private sale, 
donation, gift, or any other lawful means, subject to the terms and requirements of the aforementioned 
sections of the Public School Code, said means, conditions, and parameters of disposition to be at the 
discretion of Bucks County Intermediate Unit #22.  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Executive Director of the Bucks County Intermediate Unit #22 is 
authorized and empowered to take all actions necessary to effectuate the purposes of this resolution and 
required by Section 707(1) of the Public School Code including all public notices related to the sale or 
disposal of the Properties, except insofar as the Public School Code requires action by a designated 
School District School District Official, in which event the School District Superintendent is authorized to 
take all actions necessary to effectuate the purposes of this resolution, and the School District Board 
President and Secretary are authorized and directed to execute all documents necessary to effect the sale 
of the Properties.  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that if it is determined by the Bucks County Intermediate Unit #22 that 
the sale or disposal of the Properties would be facilitated by the demolition or removal of some or all of 
the structures located thereupon, that, subject to the consideration and approval of any demolition 
proposal by a majority of the Board of School Directors of the Bucks County Intermediate Unit #22, the 
Bucks County Intermediate Unit#22 is authorized to contract for and carry out such demolition as is 
deemed necessary to enhance the Properties for sale, and the costs of said work shall be borne by the 
respective owner districts, in accordance with their respective undivided interests. 
 
Approval of Professional Services for ACE Grant Application for the Proposed Newtown Middle 
School Project 
 
Mrs. McKessy moved to approve the Amendment to the Agreement authorizing D’Huy Engineering, Inc. 
to prepare and submit an application to the PA Department of Community and Economic Development 
for up to a $2 million Alternative and Clean Energy Grant for the Proposed Newtown Middle School 
Project at a cost not to exceed 10% of the grant award or a maximum of $200,000.  Alternatively, if the 
grant is awarded to both the Newtown Middle School and Holland Middle School Projects, the cost will 
be 7.5% of the grant award or a maximum of $150,000, subject to audit and solicitor’s review.  Mr. Grupp 
seconded the motion.   
 
Mr. M. Arif Fazil, D’Huy Engineering, Inc. (DEI), was present to respond to any concerns or issues 
raised by members of the Board.   
 
Mrs. Brooks recalled that at the Facilities Committee meeting and Board meeting in August, she 
specifically asked whether there would be grant money available for the Holland Middle School project 
and at that time, she was advised that the funds would only be available for Newtown Middle School 
because it was new construction.  Mr. Fazil explained that they did not have any information on Holland 
Middle School.  It was very difficult for him to work on a grant application for Holland Middle School 
whereas the package for Newtown Middle School was in such condition they were able to organize the 
necessary information.  DEI’s contact at the PA Department of Community and Economic Development 
who administers this grant advised that based on applications received to date, they would still have funds 
left and if DEI had any applications, DEI should submit them.  Because of CRSD’s interest in both 

Minutes 2014_12_18  7 

 



Unofficial 

 

projects, DEI is working hard to submit both applications.  There is no guarantee that CRSD will receive 
approval for one or both grants.  The wealth of information and the detail of information that is required 
for CRSD to receive $2M are significant.  He apologized if Mrs. Brooks felt she was misled.   
 
Mrs. Brooks wondered whether we are committing to any specifications in the design outside of the 
energy pieces relative to size.   Mr. Fazil advised that for the renovation or new school projects, the 
mechanism for compliance primarily is to achieve a LEED Gold rating for the project.  Messrs. Klein and 
Taylor prepared a LEED scorecard to measure how CRSD will achieve a LEED Gold rating.   
 
Mr. Fazil confirmed that the design of the building has no bearing on the number of classrooms.  
However, there are parameters for the project.  The overall square footage of the building is 180,000 
square feet.  If it increases to 190,000 square feet or reduces to 170,000 square feet it is not a big issue.  
On the other hand, there would be a problem if the school building is 50,000 square feet.  
 
Mr. Byelich has not been shown that it is better to build a new Newtown Middle School rather than 
renovating the school and save the taxpayers money.  It appears that a decision has been made to build a 
new school building in order to receive a $2 million Alternative and Clean Energy Grant for the proposed 
Newtown Middle School.    
 
Mrs. Thomas stated that a majority of the Board did vote to build a new Newtown Middle School on 
November 6, 2014.     
 
Mrs. Brooks was not convinced as well.  She will always look for savings and take aggressive steps to 
save money.  She respects the process and wants to be able to vote yes on these grants because they will 
generate savings.  The Board does not have a design of this school, only a schematic design.  The new 
Newtown Middle School and renovated Holland Middle School will each have roughly 1000 students, but 
there has been conversation about redistricting Northampton students to Newtown Middle School and 
Holland Middle School.  She wants to ensure that the design of the school will allow flexibility to 
increase or decrease the number of students at each school and that the grant application is not 
committing the CRSD to a specific configuration.  Mr. Fazil confirmed that it is not a concern if either of 
the schools is built a little smaller or bigger.  It doesn’t change much on the design of the building.  
However, if there is a change in programs, DEI would need to get that direction from the Board.   
 
Mr. Taylor advised that they are working on the schematics and will have a plan in time for the Facilities 
Committee meeting next month.   
 
Mr. Klein advised that, currently, the plan for Newtown Middle School does not include the Northampton 
students.   As of now, the Administration plans to move forward with Richboro Middle School going to 
Holland Middle School for a total of 7 teams.  Four years out, Newtown Middle School will have 6 
teams.  Conversation continues on how to add or subtract a team at Newtown Middle School.   
 
Mrs. Brooks was concerned that the application being put together commits certain ideas.  Mr. Fazil 
confirmed that the student population at Richboro Middle School and Holland Middle School is merging 
into one building and Newtown Middle School will remain the same in one school. 
 
Mrs. Thomas made it clear that if 2 or 3 teams need to be moved at a later date, her vote on building 
changes will not be contingent on her vote to approve the grant.     
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Mr. Taylor advised that the $2 million grant toward each project would have to be put back into the 
project to achieve LEED Gold but CRSD benefits from energy savings, including any return on 
investments.     
 
In response to Dr. Foster’s question, Mr. Fazil advised that an estimate of annual energy savings for 
CRSD will be available later in the design process.  Broadway Middle School is a LEED Gold school 
with an energy star rating of 100.  Compared to other middle schools, Broadway Middle School saves 
approximately $100,000 in utilities on an annual basis.    
 
A lengthy discussion ensued on the drawing down of funds, achieving LEED Gold and LEED Silver, 
DEI’s role and cost of services for grant submission, administration, and management through the course 
of the projects.  DEI’s compliance method is not based on one component of the building but rather the 
entire project meeting LEED Gold.  DEI would not be fully paid until CRSD receives a LEED Gold 
certificate.  DEI will still pursue LEED Silver.   
 
Mr. Byelich was willing to move forward to save money for the District and expressed his appreciation to 
Mr. Fazil, D’Huy Engineering, Inc., for taking the time to prepare and submit the ACE grant applications 
at its own risk.       
 
After discussion, the Board approved said motion by a vote of 9 ayes, 0 nays, 0 abstain.  The Amendment 
to Agreement for Construction Management Services for Council Rock School District Newtown Middle 
School is attached hereto as Attachment C1 and by this reference incorporated as if set forth in full herein.   
 
Upon motion duly made by Mrs. McKessy and seconded by Mr. Grupp, the Council Rock School District 
Board of School Directors approved the following resolution for the submission of the ACE Grant for the 
Newtown Middle School Project, subject to audit and solicitors review, by a vote of 9 ayes, 0 nays, 0 
abstain. 
 

Resolution 
 
Be it RESOLVED, that the Council Rock School District of Bucks County hereby requests an Alternative 
and Clean Energy Program grant of $2,000,000 from the Commonwealth Financing Authority to be used 
for the Newtown Middle School Project. 
 
Be it FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Applicant does hereby designate Mr. Mark Klein, Superintendent 
of Schools, as the official to execute all documents and agreements between the Council Rock School 
District and the Commonwealth Financing Authority to facilitate and assist in obtaining the requested 
grant. 
 
Approval of Professional Services for ACE Grant Application for the Proposed Holland Middle 
School Project 
 
Upon motion duly made by Mrs. Brooks and seconded by Mr. Grupp, the Board approved the 
Amendment to the Agreement authorizing D’Huy Engineering, Inc. to prepare and submit an application 
to the PA Department of Community and Economic Development for up to a $2 million Alternative and 
Clean Energy Grant for the Proposed Holland Middle School Project at a cost not to exceed 10% of the 
grant award or a maximum of $200,000.  Alternatively, if the grant is awarded to both the Newtown 
Middle School and Holland Middle School Projects, the cost will be 7.5% of the grant award or a 
maximum of $150,000, subject to audit and solicitor’s review by a vote of 9 ayes, 0 nays, 0 abstain.  The 
Amendment to Agreement for Construction Management Services for Council Rock School District 
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Holland Middle School is attached hereto as Attachment C2 and by this reference incorporated as if set 
forth in full herein.   
 
Upon motion duly made by Mrs. Brooks and seconded by Mr. Grupp, the Council Rock School District 
Board of School Directors approved the following resolution for the submission of the ACE Grant for the 
Holland Middle School Project, subject to audit and solicitors review, by a vote of 9 ayes, 0 nays, 0 
abstain. 
 

Resolution 
 
Be it RESOLVED, that the Council Rock School District of Bucks County hereby requests an Alternative 
and Clean Energy Program grant of $2,000,000 from the Commonwealth Financing Authority to be used 
for the Holland Middle School Project. 
 
Be it FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Applicant does hereby designate Mr. Mark Klein, Superintendent 
of Schools, as the official to execute all documents and agreements between the Council Rock School 
District and the Commonwealth Financing Authority to facilitate and assist in obtaining the requested 
grant. 
 
Board Items 
• Old Business 

o Technology Committee 
 
Mr. Frederickson reported that in the past, an informal committee, consisting of Mr. Grupp, Mmes. 
McKessy and Thomas, and/or a few members of the community would meet throughout the year.  He is 
looking to formalize this process and have 2-3 meetings a year beginning in February or March to review 
and discuss the summer projects and meet whenever the Board would like the committee to meet.  If more 
than 4 board members attend, it would be advertised.  It was further noted that detailed minutes of the 
meetings would be kept on file.  Mr. Klein will set up the first meeting and bring it back to the Board to 
make a decision as to whether the Board wants to have the meetings advertised or have an Ad Hoc 
Committee. 
 
• New Business 

o None 
 
Committee Reports 
Mr. Block mentioned that he had asked each of the Committee Chairs to talk about what might be 
discussed at each meeting to maximize everyone’s time and focus on bringing some of the topics to the 
Board meeting. 
 
• Academic Standards Committee:  Mrs. Brooks reported that the Committee met earlier to review and 

discuss the prevention programs available at CRSD.  The power point presentations and material will 
be posted online.  It was great to see the extent to which the children are being taking care of in 
CRSD.  The Committee will receive an update on technology at its next meeting which is scheduled 
to be held on February 5, 2015. 

• Facilities Committee:  Mrs. McKessy advised that the next meeting is scheduled to be held on 
January 15, 2015 at 6:30 p.m.  She wondered if anyone would be interested in meeting at the high 
schools or middle schools or in visiting other facilities from an architectural perspective.  On that 
note, Dr. Foster mentioned that as part of the facilities planning process he was under the impression 
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that Newtown Middle School did not meet current building code standards with respect to the width 
of hallways and/or PDE standards with respect to the classroom size.  A tour would specifically 
highlight particular aspects of the building that are not in compliance.  It becomes very focused i.e. 
access for people with disabilities, fire suppression systems, etc.  It might be worthwhile for the 
Board to tour Newtown Middle School as it exists today.  Mr. Taylor thought that the Souderton High 
School would be a good building to visit.   

• Finance Committee:  The next meeting is scheduled to be held on January 29, 2015 at 6:30 p.m.  Mr. 
Grupp called upon Mr. Reinhart who, in turn, advised that the Committee will review the Student 
Transportation Contract and the PFM (Public Financial Management, Inc.) will review the 2015 Debt 
Management Financing Plan.  The Auditors will be available to review the Financial Statements for 
fiscal year ended June 30, 2014.  A copy of the Investment Advisory Request for Proposals will be 
provided to everyone prior to the meeting. 

• Policy Committee:  Dr. Foster looked to the Solicitor for his opinion.  He understands that the 
Board’s policies cannot supersede state law and does not want to re-create the Public School Code; 
however, he feels the Board needs to understand what the Committee is doing.  Mr. Reid advised that 
whatever the Board adopted should serve as a guide in terms of how to operate as a board and how 
the district should operate as an institution of government.  Dr. Foster noted that the meeting policy 
gives the Board discretion on how to run its meetings but many policies just recapitulate the Public 
School Code.  Mr. Reid advised that the policies were developed over a long period of time and 
received intense development and scrutiny in the 90s and many districts across the state and the 
PSBA (Pennsylvania School Boards Association) started to generate a catalog of proposed policies 
and in many cases were simply a reinstatement of the Public School Code.  Dr. Foster mentioned that 
in several audits, CRSD was criticized for not having some policies in place.  He would like to delete 
policies that don’t add any value and asked everyone to forward him their ideas as to what policies 
should be deleted.   

• MBIT Representative:  Dr. Foster reported that the meeting was cancelled this month.  The MBIT had 
an open house last night.  He also mentioned that Christopher Tully, a teacher at MBIT, was reported 
as a missing person and hopes he is found soon. 

• Bucks County Intermediate Unit No. 22 Representative:  Mrs. Sexton noted that a meeting is 
scheduled to be held next week.  They did not meet in December. 

 
 
Public Comment 
Nancy Carroll, Newtown, PA, thought the Solicitor should advise if members of the Board would assume 
any liability should they vote against what is being recommended by the Administration.  She thanked 
Mrs. Brooks for raising the issue about Holland Middle School.  She too remembers DEI saying that the 
funds were not available for renovations but for new construction.  Newtown Middle School will be 
180,000 square feet.  Potentially at least 100/150 students could be added.  The existing Newtown Middle 
School is 139 square feet and Holland Middle School, 142,000.  She is interested in knowing how the 
additional space of 140,000 square feet will be used.  She would like the Administration to look at every 
building as if the students would be brought inside the school building in order to take a school off line 
and save money.  With regard to the panel of technology, she understands that it is about leasing or 
purchasing, how the money is spent but it is not about how technology is being used and integrated into 
the classroom.  CRSD desperately needs an integration technology educational specialist to address these 
issues.  Access to technology should be uniform, giving teachers room for innovation.   
 
Jason Funk, Wrightstown, PA, was pleased to hear that the Solicitor will provide an opinion on whether 
the Board needs to approve the plan to reconfigure Wrightstown Elementary School.  The law specifically 
states that the minutes must “plainly and clearly” support the decision.  Based on his research every 
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school district that reconfigured a school had to receive Board approval.  Everyone in the Wrightstown 
community will look into a similar action if a motion to reconfigure Wrightstown Elementary is not 
presented to the Board for its consideration.   

Jennie Schottmiller, Wrightstown, PA, personally does not mind Wrightstown Elementary being a K-4 
school; however, she would encourage the Board to look at this as a temporary solution to a space issue.  
She could not find any studies which would support a 7-8 grade configuration at a middle school.  
However, CRSD does it well because it is consistent throughout the district.  If one of the middle schools 
was 5-8 and the other two were 7-9, it would be difficult to do something uniform across the district if 
there were different grade structures for different students.  We could learn from other school districts 
with a successful K-4 or K-3 program and create a very good K-4 program.  Council Rock would be able 
to concentrate 5th and 6th graders across the district.  On the other hand, if a K-4 grade configuration does 
not work, the students in Wrightstown could return to a K-6 school.  The most important aspect of parity 
in CRSD is grade structure.   

Amy McIntyre, Newtown, PA, is not okay with Wrightstown Elementary School being a K-4 school in a 
K-6 district.  There are very little efficiencies realized and the students are at a disadvantage transitioning 
into an existing K-6 school.  The Wrightstown community is against this.  She looks forward to hearing 
from the Solicitor.   

Solicitor’s Report – Derek Reid, Esq. 
Mr. Reid advised that the Board will meet in executive session following the meeting to review a 
personnel matter. 

Adjournment 
There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 10:02 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Kapua A. Rice 
Secretary to the Board of School Directors 
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ATTACHMENT C1 
 

AMENDMENT TO  
AGREEMENT FOR CONSTRUCTION MANAGEMENT SERVICES  

FOR  
COUNCIL ROCK SCHOOL DISTRICT 

NEWTOWN MIDDLE SCHOOL  
 

WITNESSETH: 
 

WHEREAS, Owner entered into an Agreement with Construction Manager dated August 21, 
2014 for Construction Management Services for the Newtown Middle School Project. 
 
WHEREAS, since the time of entering into the aforesaid Agreement additional professional 
services have been requested by the Owner.  
 
WHEREAS, now that the Owner intends to modify the professional services, the parties wish to 
amend the scope of the services of the Construction Manager to be rendered on behalf of the 
Owner to include Grant and LEED Management Services. 
 
WHEREAS, except as specifically and expressly modified herein, the Owner and Construction 
Manager intend the aforesaid Agreement to remain unchanged. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, with the foregoing recitals incorporated in this Amendment to the 
Agreement and specifically deemed a part of it, the parties to this Amendment to the Agreement, 
in consideration of the mutual promises and covenants contained in this Amendment to 
Agreement, and intending to be legally bound hereby agree as follows: 
 
Scope for Additional Services: 
 

1. Assist the Owner and prepare the paperwork required to submit the PA DCED 
Alternative and Clean Energy Program Grant for the new Newtown Middle School.  The 
Owner will assist and provide support on various aspects of the submission and 
paperwork.  The grant submission will be for 10% assistance of the project cost up to a 
maximum of $2 million if the project meets LEED gold.  
 

2. Manage the LEED scorecard to guide the design team in the credits required to achieve 
LEED gold for compliance with the PA DCED Alternative and Clean Energy Program 
Grant. 
 

3. Assist in obtaining all construction phase LEED information from contractors to upload 
for LEED compliance.  
 

4. Monitor the Architect’s submission of all LEED information for design and construction 
phase. 

 
Additional Fee: 
 
For the additional services the Construction Manager shall be paid 10% of the grant amount that 
is approved for the project and awarded to the Council Rock School District.  If a grant is 
approved for both Newtown and Holland Middle Schools the Construction Manager shall be 
paid 7.5% of the grant amount approved for each school.  If the Council Rock School District 
does not use the grant(s) the fee will be 5% of the approved grant amount(s). 



ATTACHMENT C1 
 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties hereto have made and executed this Agreement as of the day 
and year written below. 
 
 
OWNER:  COUNCIL ROCK SCHOOL DISTRICT 
 
   By:  ____________________________________________ 
 
   Printed Name: ____________________________________ 
 
   Title: ___________________________________________ 
 
   Date: ___________________________________________ 
 
 
 
CONSTRUCTION MANAGER:  D'HUY ENGINEERING, INC. 
 
   By:  ____________________________________________ 
 
   Printed Name: M. Arif Fazil, P.E. 
 
   Title: President    
 
   Date: ___________________________________________ 
 
 



ATTACHMENT C2 
 
 

AMENDMENT TO  
AGREEMENT FOR CONSTRUCTION MANAGEMENT SERVICES  

FOR  
COUNCIL ROCK SCHOOL DISTRICT 

HOLLAND MIDDLE SCHOOL  
 

WITNESSETH: 
 

WHEREAS, Owner entered into an Agreement with Construction Manager dated November 20, 
2014 for Construction Management Services for the Holland Middle School Project. 
 
WHEREAS, since the time of entering into the aforesaid Agreement additional professional 
services have been requested by the Owner.  
 
WHEREAS, now that the Owner intends to modify the professional services, the parties wish to 
amend the scope of the services of the Construction Manager to be rendered on behalf of the 
Owner to include Grant and LEED Management Services. 
 
WHEREAS, except as specifically and expressly modified herein, the Owner and Construction 
Manager intend the aforesaid Agreement to remain unchanged. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, with the foregoing recitals incorporated in this Amendment to the 
Agreement and specifically deemed a part of it, the parties to this Amendment to the Agreement, 
in consideration of the mutual promises and covenants contained in this Amendment to 
Agreement, and intending to be legally bound hereby agree as follows: 
 
Scope for Additional Services: 
 

1. Assist the Owner and prepare the paperwork required to submit the PA DCED 
Alternative and Clean Energy Program Grant for the new Holland Middle School.  The 
Owner will assist and provide support on various aspects of the submission and 
paperwork.  The grant submission will be for 10% assistance of the project cost up to a 
maximum of $2 million if the project meets LEED gold.  
 

2. Manage the LEED scorecard to guide the design team in the credits required to achieve 
LEED gold for compliance with the PA DCED Alternative and Clean Energy Program 
Grant. 
 

3. Assist in obtaining all construction phase LEED information from contractors to upload 
for LEED compliance.  
 

4. Monitor the Architect’s submission of all LEED information for design and construction 
phase. 

 
Additional Fee: 
 
For the additional services the Construction Manager shall be paid 10% of the grant amount that 
is approved for the project and awarded to the Council Rock School District.  If a grant is 
approved for both Newtown and Holland Middle Schools the Construction Manager shall be 
paid 7.5% of the grant amount approved for each school.  If the Council Rock School District 
does not use the grant(s) the fee will be 5% of the approved grant amount(s). 



ATTACHMENT C2 
 
 

 
 
 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties hereto have made and executed this Agreement as of the day 
and year written below. 
 
 
OWNER:  COUNCIL ROCK SCHOOL DISTRICT 
 
   By:  ____________________________________________ 
 
   Printed Name: ____________________________________ 
 
   Title: ___________________________________________ 
 
   Date: ___________________________________________ 
 
 
 
CONSTRUCTION MANAGER:  D'HUY ENGINEERING, INC. 
 
   By:  ____________________________________________ 
 
   Printed Name: M. Arif Fazil, P.E. 
 
   Title: President    
 
   Date: ___________________________________________ 
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